Double Dutch By Ade Kiddell

Double Duftch

Hard hat on and flak jacket
secure here we go!

have for a long
Itime thought our

close season rules
are outdated and long
overdue a complete
overhaul, why do I
and many like minded
anglers who want to
fish our rivers have to
stay away whilst the
rivers are in prime
condition and the Otters,
cormorants and Eastern
Europeans carry on
regardless.

So just what does a

dedicated river angler do
to pacify the urge to sit by
the river and catch fish,
it’s easy really, find some
fishing in a country without
the antiquated close season
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rules. So when a few years
ago the invitation came for
some guided barbel fishing
in Europe I couldn’t wait to
wet a line and catch a barbel
or two.

It was early May when I
boarded the Stenaline ferry
at Harwich for the overnight
crossing to The Hook of
Holland, I have been told
by many people who travel
to and from Europe its far
cheaper to use The Chunnel
or Dover-Calais route, well
yes the crossing may be
cheaper but the 4 hours or
so driving either side take up
all the money saved in extras
fuel costs. In all honesty
it’s less miles to drive from
my home in Norwich to the
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German Dutch border than
it is for me to drive to the
Middle Severn.

I like the overnight
crossing, it’s always great
after a decent nights sleep to
start a fresh day and a fresh
adventure, remembering to
drive on the wrong side of
the road (the right) it’s only
a few miles from the ferry
terminal and you are onto
the very impressive Dutch
motorway network and a
steady drive of less than
2 hours takes you to the
main area that I have fished
around Nijmegen.

The Dutch are easy going
and speak good English, be
warned they can appear a
bit arrogant at first but it’s
the way they come across
rather than arrogance it’s
a confidence thing, The
Dutch still remember the
big part we played in freeing
them from the claws of Nazi
Germany and the numerous
cemeteries and museums are
well worth a visit if you are
interested in modern history
or warfare.

The two main rivers I
have fished in Holland are
the Waal and Ijssel, The

Kribbs
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Waal is essentially The Rhine
but as the river crosses the
border it changes its name to
The Waal, the Ijssel is a river
which is linked to The Waal
via a man made shipping
canal and unusually the

flow is from the bigger river
(Waal) to the lesser river
(Tjssel).

The Waal is in places over
400 metres wide and can be
8 metres or more in depth
with a substantial flow,
because of this heavy flow
and the subsequent risk of
erosion and flooding much
of the river has breakwaters
that project from the bank
out into the river at right
angles from the bank, made
of heavy rocks they control
the flow therefore reduce
erosion in high risk areas.

In some cases these Kribs as
the Dutch call them are 50 or
60 metres long and 5 to 10
metres wide. The heavy flow
of the river is broken by the
kribs and in turn that creates
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back eddies and increased
areas of concentrated

flow which the Dutch call
nearings. As a result of this
the increased areas of flow
keeps the river bed clean
and large gravel beds are
created, perfect habitat for
barbel to both feed and
reproduce, hence a healthy
population of barbel with
great juvenile retention.

The Ijssel I would
describe as The Trent on
steroids smaller than The
Waal but with a strong
flow and the kribs are
much smaller but their
very presence creates the
increased flow and perfect
barbel habitat. In places
where there are no kribs the
banks like the Trent are lined
with hefty boulders. The
boulders from the banks and
kribs unfortunately do create
some rather awkward snags,
some swims are unfishable
just too many boulders to
make it viable to fish, but

as we all know snags mean
barbel so it’s a matter of
trying to balance lost tackle
against potential fish.

It soon became obvious
on my first visit that the
Dutch anglers although
confident and skillful anglers
their knowledge of barbel
fishing was more by chance
than experience, yes they
had been catching a few but
more by luck than design.

By looking at match results
and the angling grapevine
they had located areas where
barbel had been caught,
fished them and caught
barbel.

The first couple of
sessions I fished we caught
barbel, not big fish and not
many but 3 or 4 barbel in the
4 to 6lb range with the best
bait being cheese followed by
maggot and an odd fish on
pellet, but being such a vast
and featureless river makes
it hard going. Something I
learnt years ago about big

Nijmegen from
the air

rivers is although they may
not have nice overhanging
trees and other obvious
features all the features on
a big river are below the
surface, our skill as an angler
is to read the river and find
the feature. My Feelings
were that I needed to use
some of the skills learnt to
locate and catch a few fish,
my Dutch host had found
us some good areas but I
needed to be sure we were
fishing the right swims and
then the most favorable
area of the swim. By using

a heavy gripper lead and
some braid on the reel a few
casts around soon found
some nice areas of gravel at
the end of most of the kribs,
those areas fall into a bit of
a pattern with a nice area
just off of the end of the krib
and slightly downstream
and another around 30-50
metres downstream of the
krib in the main flow as the
water runs away from the




krib, a perfect scenario for a
two rod attack.

My next thought turned
to bait and all the dutch
anglers I had spoken to were
happy to fish feeder and use
that as a delivery to draw fish
and hold them in the swim,
I knew it wasn’t enough and
a massive river like the Waal
could have a ton of hemp
put in a swim without over
feeding so a few pints of
bait through a feeder wasn’t
enough. Whilst on the Trent
I like to spod, the fact the
kribs create the swim I want
to fish meant a spod wasn’t
needed, simply feeding into
the flow would take the bait
to the gravel area, a bit of
trial and error was required
but I was confident it would
work.

With just a couple of
days left of my first trip I
decided to feed very heavy
with a mixture of pellets,
hemp and mixed corn so
before we started fishing I
fed a good 3 gallons of the
mixture. Fishing started
slow but came to life with
the best fish of the trip so
far around 8Ib followed by
7 or 8 others as the session
progressed. By using a huge
feeder and trickling in loose
feed I kept the fish feeding
and confidence grew as the
session progressed. As I
packed in I fed another good
helping of my mix including
some hemp that had started
to ferment a bit never the
less in it went.

Last session of that trip
was to be a few hours before
the 2 hour journey back
to catch the evening ferry
home, I again fed plenty in
fact everything I had left
went in, aside from enough
to keep the feeder filled
for the session. First cast
I was rewarded with my
first Dutch double and the
feeling of satisfaction that
my method had worked
was completed as whilst
weighing and photographing
that fish the other rod leapt
into life. A hectic couple of
hours followed with a total of
10 barbel including another

double and a fish a couple of

ounces short of that magic
figure. Pellet accounted
for half of the fish and the
others came to the Dutch
favourite, cheese.

I returned the favour
my Dutch host had offered
and he and his family spent
ten days or so fishing the
Severn with me and my
family, giving them a taste
of English life and more
importantly English barbel.

My preparations for
the next trip were much
easier; the first trip had
given me a good grounding
I knew what tackle and bait
I needed. Tackle was easy,
the same setup I use on the
Trent, Korum Neoteric rods
and Freespin reels loaded
with 15lb mainline free
running rigs and selection
of feeders up to 12 ounce
that Mr FFF Fisky had
custom made for me. I don’t
bother with a chair but a
tripod is a must and the
Korum freestanding 2 rod
tripod is perfect, Jammed
in the rocks, it’s solid and
completely adjustable, yet
not too heavy to carry to
your peg. Bait wise I needed
plenty and my sponsor
Sonubaits couldn’t have
been more helpful, instead
of taking bait with me I was
able to go direct to their
warehouse in Holland and
pick up what I needed.

During the next trip I
ventured further afield and
fished different area on
both the Waal and Ijssel,
catching plenty of barbel as
well as some huge bream
and winde (ide). We were
dogged by bad weather, the
problem being that the kribs
and river side rocks are
treacherous when wet and
my host was not keen to fish
when it was raining, for me
if I didn’t fish in England
when it rained then 50% or
more of my fishing activities
would be curtailed.

With only a couple of
days of my second trip left
I was keen to fish an area I
had being baiting heavy all
week, my Dutch host wasn’t

;Measuring ...
board

so keen, it had been raining
and the rocks were slippery
to say the least, but I told
him I was going whatever, he
decided to join me but not
fish.

I didn’t even manage to
cast the second rod when I
hooked and landed a decent
fish and wasn’t surprised
when immediately after
casting a screamer of a take
signaled another hooked
fish which played hard and
deep and was obviously a
good fish, as it came to the
surface for the first time
I knew it was bigger than
anything I had landed in
Holland before. Worryingly
at this point one of the huge
ships that travel the Waal
passed close by and the
back wash from the multi
thousand tonne ship swept
the barbel away and back
out into the main-flow and
it was a good five or so knee
knocking minutes before I
caught site of the huge fish
again. Netted at the third
attempt I and my Dutch
host knew it was something
special and once rested and
unhooked it was placed on
the measuring board and
declared by my host to be a
new Dutch record, the Dutch
measure the length of fish
not the weight this was 87cm
beating the previous record
of 83cm, pictures taken the
fish was safely returned to
fight another day.

News soon got around
that I had broken the record
and a stream of texts and e
mails came my way, from

the Dutch barbel enthusiasts
many whom I now am very
close friends with.

One of the first I
heard from was the
previous record holder
Rinko Oostervneen, his
congratulations were the
start of a great friendship, I
have since fished with him
in Holland and Germany
and this year he will be in
England to catch his first
English barbel.

So the second trip ended
very successfully and as
my knowledge has grown
so has my confidence and
consequently my catches,
I now fish in Holland and
Germany at least 3 times a
year and this year will also
visit France and Belgium
with a group of Dutch barbel
anglers, watch this space to
see how the trip goes.

Ade has been able

to persuade Sonu
Baits to offer a

barbel bait pack

prize worth £50 to the
individual who sends
to me on a postcard,
or on the back of a
sealed down envelope,
the weight of Ade’s
Dutch record fish
pictured at the front
of this article.

The first correct
answer received by
me will get the prize
delivered direct to
their home by Sonu
Baits, so don’t forget
your address please.

Barbel Fisher Page 29




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 150
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [150 150]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


